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maIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaITmaIiDyaabaIT
maIiDyaa kI duinayaa maoM mah%vapUNa- GaTnaaAaoM

pr ek saamaiyak stMBa
laoKk: ASaaok manasauKanaI
eDvaaokoT baa^mbao ha[- kaoT-
malTI maIiDyaa kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSanaÀkârpaoroT kanaUna AaOr rogyaUlaoSana
AaOr TO@saoSana ko ivaSaoYa&.

MSOs NEED TO GEAR
UP TO NEW

CHALLENGES
"Recent moves by TRAI on renewal of

registration and test kit manuals for
SMS/CAS audits shows regulatory
resolve to keep cable distribution

industry on its toes."

A. MERGER OF ZEE MOVES AHEAD
In a late-night press release on July 29, 2022, Zeel

announced that it had received approval from the Bombay
Stock Exchange and National Stock Exchange for its
proposed merger with Culver Max
Entertainment Private Limited (formerly Sony
Pictures Networks India). The approval from
the stock exchanges marks a firm and positive
step in the overall merger approval process,"
it said. It added that the permissions permit Zeel
to proceed with the next steps in the overall
merger process.

As is well known, this is the most critical
approval required in corporate mergers. Zeel has
already applied to the Competition Commission
of India for permission and will shortly move to the National
Company Law Tribunal for the formal go-ahead.
Simultaneously, Zeel will also apply to the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting to record its various
downlinking and uplinking permissions, apart from seeking
new national security clearance for its Managing Director
Mr Puneet Goenka and other Independent and Non-
Executive Directors on the new merged Sony board. The
common expectation is that the current Sony Head, Mr N.P.
Singh will be the new Chairman of the merged setup.

The press release issued by Zeel shows that SEBI/
BSE/NSE has given a detailed series of non-adversarial
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ilae baa^mbao sTa^k e@sacaoMja AaOr naoSanala sTa^k e@sacaoMja sao
maMjaUrI imala gayaI hO.sTa^k e@sacaoMjaaoM sao maMjaUrI samaga` ivalaya
Anaumaaodna p`iËyaa maoM ek dRZ, AaOr sakara%mak kdma hO.[samaoM
kha gayaa hO ik AnaumaityaaM jaoD[-[-ela kao samaga` ivalaya
p`iËyaa maoM Agalao carNaaoM ko saaqa Aagao baZ,nao kI Anaumait
dotI hO.

jaOsaaik sava-ivaidt hO ik ka^pao-roT ivalaya maoM yah sabasao
mah%vapUNa- Anaumaaodna AavaSyak hO.jaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-ela nao phlao hI
Anaumaaodna ko ilae BaartIya p`itspQaa- AayaaogaBaartIya p`itspQaa- AayaaogaBaartIya p`itspQaa- AayaaogaBaartIya p`itspQaa- AayaaogaBaartIya p`itspQaa- Aayaaoga ko pasa

Aavaodna ikyaa hO AaOr jald hI AaOpcaairk $p sao Aagao baZ,nao ko ilae
raYT/Iya kMpnaI kanaUna nyaayaaiQakrNaraYT/Iya kMpnaI kanaUna nyaayaaiQakrNaraYT/Iya kMpnaI kanaUna nyaayaaiQakrNaraYT/Iya kMpnaI kanaUna nyaayaaiQakrNaraYT/Iya kMpnaI kanaUna nyaayaaiQakrNa ko pasa jaayaogaa.[sako saaqa
hI jaoD[-[-ela nao Apnao p`baMQa inadoSak EaI punaIt gaaoyanaka AaOr Anya
svatM~ AaOr gaOr–kaya-karI inadoSakaoM ko ilae nayao ivalaya ikyao gayao saaonaI
baaoD- pr nayaI raYT/Iya saurxaa maMjaUrI maaMganao ko Alaavaa ApnaI ivaiBanna
Da]nailaMikMga AaOr ApilaMikMga AnaumaityaaoM kao irka^D- krnao ko ilae saUcanaa
AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ko samaxa Aavaodna BaI krogaa.saamaanya Apoxaa yah hO
ik saaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaIsaaonaI ko maaOjaUda p`mauK EaI enaºpIºisaMh ivalaya ikyao gayao saoTAp ko
nayao AQyaxa haoMgao.

jaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-elajaoD[-[-ela Wara jaarI p`osa iva&iPt sao pta calata hO ik
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observations for compliance. To that extent, the path is
now clear for the merger to take effect, hopefully in another
six months. Some key observations are:

 "Company shall disclose all details of ongoing
adjudication & recovery proceedings, prosecution
initiated, and all other enforcement action taken, if
any, against the Company, its promoters, and
directors, before Hon'ble NCLT and shareholders,
while seeking approval of the scheme.

 "Company shall ensure that the financials in the
scheme including financials considered for valuation
report are not for a period more than six months
old."

 "Company shall ensure that
all details submitted with
SEBI are also incorporated
in the explanatory statement
accompanying resolution to
be passed sent to the
shareholders while seeking
approval of the scheme, inter
alia, including the
following:

a. Detailed rationale behind sub-division, rights
issue, bonus issue and preferential allotment

b. List of names and shareholding of promoters of
post-scheme SPNI

c. Details of non-compete agreements, parties
thereto, consideration involved, source and
mode of payment, utilisation of fee for
subscription to SPNI shares, etc.

 "The entities involved in the Scheme to ensure that
the scheme does not impact any pending proceedings
(including the pending cause of actions) for
enforcement or those that are in the pipeline against
Zee Entertainment Enterprises Limited (whether
pending on the appointed date or which may be
instituted any time in the future) shall not abate, be
discontinued or in any way prejudicially affected by
reason of the amalgamation of Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Limited or anything contained in the
scheme, but the proceedings shall continue and any
prosecution shall be enforced by or against Sony
Pictures Networks India Private Limited in the same
manner and to the same extent as would or might

saobaIÀbaIesa[-Àenaesa[- nao Anaupalana ko ilae gaOr–p`itkUla iTPpiNayaaoM kI
ek ivastRt EaRMKlaa dI hO.]mmaId hO ik Agalao Ch mahInao ko BaItr
kafI hd tk¸ ivalaya ko p`BaavaI haonao ka rasta Aba saaf hao gayaa
hO.kuC p`mauK baato hOM:

 kMpnaI¸ yaaojanaa kI svaIkRit kI maaMga krto hue maananaIya enasaIelaTIenasaIelaTIenasaIelaTIenasaIelaTIenasaIelaTI
AaOr Saoyar QaarkaoM ko samaxa kMpnaI¸ ]sako p`maaoTraoM AaOr inadoSakaoM
ko iKlaaf cala rho inaNa-aya AaOr vasaUlaI kI kaya-vaahI¸ Sau$ ikyao
gayao AiBayaaojana AaOr Anya saBaI p`vat-na kar-vaa[-̧  yaid kao[- hao̧  ko
saBaI ivavarNaaoM ka Kulaasaa krogaI.

 kMpnaI yah sauinaiScat krogaI ik maUlyaaMkna irpaoT- ko ilae ivacaar
kI gayaI iva<aIya saiht yaaojanaa maoM iva<aIya Ch mahInao sao AiQakCh mahInao sao AiQakCh mahInao sao AiQakCh mahInao sao AiQakCh mahInao sao AiQak

kI puranaIkI puranaIkI puranaIkI puranaIkI puranaI AvaiQa ko ilae nahIM hO.’
 kMpnaI yah sauinaiScat krogaI ik saobaI
ko pasa jamaa ikayao gayao saBaI ivavarNa BaI
yaaojanaa ko Anaumaaodna kI maaMga krto samaya
SaoyarQaarkaoM kao Baojao jaanao vaalao p`stava ko
saaqa vyaa#yaa%mak ivavarNa maoM Saaimala ikyao
gayao hOM̧  Anya baataoM ko Alaavaa inamnailaiKt
Saaimala hOM:

e ºe ºe ºe ºe º saba–iDivajana¸ ra[T\sa [SyaU̧  baaonasa [SyaU AaOr trjaIhI AavaMTna
ko pICo ivastRt tk-pICo ivastRt tk-pICo ivastRt tk-pICo ivastRt tk-pICo ivastRt tk-

b a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I ºb a I º yaa ojanaa ko baad esapIenaAa[- ko p`maa oTra o M ko naamayaa ojanaa ko baad esapIenaAa[- ko p`maa oTra o M ko naamayaa ojanaa ko baad esapIenaAa[- ko p`maa oTra o M ko naamayaa ojanaa ko baad esapIenaAa[- ko p`maa oTra o M ko naamayaa ojanaa ko baad esapIenaAa[- ko p`maa oTra o M ko naama
AaOr SaoyaQaairta kI saUcaI

s a IºaIºaIºaIºaIº gaOr–p`itspQaI- samaJaaOtao M¸gaOr–p`itspQaI- samaJaaOtao M¸gaOr–p`itspQaI- samaJaaOtao M¸gaOr–p`itspQaI- samaJaaOtao M¸gaOr–p`itspQaI- samaJaaOtao M¸ ]sako pxa¸ Saaimala ivacaar¸
sa`aot AaOr Baugatana ka trIka¸ esapIenaAa[esapIenaAa[esapIenaAa[esapIenaAa[esapIenaAa[- SaoyaraoM kI
sadsyata ko ilae Saulk ka ]pyaaoga Aaid ka ivavarNa yahaM
idyaa gayaa hO.

 yaaojanaa aaojanaa aaojanaa aaojanaa aaojanaa maoM Saaimala saMsqaayaoM yah sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae ik
yaaojanaayaaojanaayaaojanaayaaojanaayaaojanaa p`vat-na ko ilae iksaI BaI laMibat kaya-vaahI³kar-vaa[- ko
laMibat karNa saiht´ kao p`Baaivat nahIM krtI hO yaa jaao jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI
eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToDeMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja ilaimaToD ko iKlaaf pa[plaa[na maoM
hO ³caaho inayat itiqa pr laMibat hao yaa jaao BaivaYya maoM iksaI BaI
samaya sqaaipt ikyaa jaa sakta hÓ  jaI eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonamaoMT eMTrp`a[jaoja
ilaimaToDilaimaToDilaimaToDilaimaToDilaimaToD yaa yaaojanaaaaojanaaaaojanaaaaojanaaaaojanaa maoM inaiht iksaI BaI caIja ko samaamaolana ko
karNa samaaPt¸ baMd yaa iksaI BaI trh sao p`itkUla $p sao p`Baaivat
nahIM haogaa¸ laoikna kaya-vaahI jaarI rhogaI AaOr iksaI BaI AiBayaaojana
kao laagaU ikyaa jaayaogaa yaa saaonaI ip@casa- naoTva@sa- [MiDyaasaaonaI ip@casa- naoTva@sa- [MiDyaasaaonaI ip@casa- naoTva@sa- [MiDyaasaaonaI ip@casa- naoTva@sa- [MiDyaasaaonaI ip@casa- naoTva@sa- [MiDyaa
p`a[vaoT ilaimaToDp`a[vaoT ilaimaToDp`a[vaoT ilaimaToDp`a[vaoT ilaimaToDp`a[vaoT ilaimaToD ko iKlaaf ]saI trko sao AaOr ]saI hd tk
jaOsaaik jaarI rKa gayaa hO yaa jaarI rKa jaa sakta qaa¸ maukdmaa
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have been continued, prosecuted and enforced by or
against Zee Entertainment Enterprises Limited as if
the scheme had not been implemented."

 Mr Ketan Dalal, Managing Director, Katalyst Advisors,
said in an article in Economic Times on 08.05.22 that
merger transactions happen primarily due to the
economies of scale, cost rationalisation and other
synergies. However, there are significant challenges
too - cultural integration, promoters with different
mindsets and, of course, the process itself. On the
Zee-Sony merger, he makes significant observations:
 In the Zee-Sony situation, Zee, a

listed entity, is merging into an
unlisted entity, Sony Pictures
Networks (Sony). It is a complex
transaction, and the net result is
intended to translate into 51%
shareholding by the Sony Group,
4% holding by the Essel Group,
and the balance being public
shareholding.

 The merger includes shareholder
and management agreements
between Sony and Essel, the continuation of Zee's
managing director as MD of the merged entity,
and non-compete payments of significant
amounts to Essel Group.

 The combined entity will create India's second-
largest entertainment channel by revenue in
terms of business synergies. It will have 75
television channels, two video-streaming
services, two film studios and film content.

 The fact that two entities with totally different
cultures, one a promoter-driven entity and the
other a multinational company (MNC), have
agreed to get together is a telling commentary
on the business challenges. But it also underlined
the opportunities that can be exploited.

COMMENT:

This merger is truly a turning point in the current
decade's broadcast and online media evolution. Zee
merges into Sony but will hopefully retain its pan-Indian
and regional content.

It also offers a dignified exit to the remarkable
pioneering spirit of the Essel-Goenka group. Still, it

calaayaa jaa sakta hO¸ AaOr jaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaojajaI eMTrTonama o MT eMTrp`a[jaoja
ilaimaToDilaimaToDilaimaToDilaimaToDilaimaToD Wara ]sako iKlaaf laagaU ikyaa jaa sakta hO jaOsao ik
yaaojanaayaaojanaayaaojanaayaaojanaayaaojanaa laagaU nahIM ikyaa gayaa qaa.’

 kOTilasT eDvaa[jasakOTilasT eDvaa[jasakOTilasT eDvaa[jasakOTilasT eDvaa[jasakOTilasT eDvaa[jasa- ko p`baMQa inadoSak EaI kotna dlaala nao
08º05º2208º05º2208º05º2208º05º2208º05º22 kao [kaonaa^ima@sa Ta[msa[kaonaa^ima@sa Ta[msa[kaonaa^ima@sa Ta[msa[kaonaa^ima@sa Ta[msa[kaonaa^ima@sa Ta[msa maoM ek laoK maoM kha qaa
ik ivalaya laonadona mau#ya $p sao pOmaanao kI Aqa-vyavasqaaAaoM̧  laagat
yaui@tkrNa AaOr Anya sahiËyaaAaoM ko karNa haoto hOM.halaaMik
mah%vapUNa- caunaaOityaaM BaI hOM–saaMskRitk ekIkrNa¸ ivaiBanna maanaisakta
vaalao p`maaoTr AaOr inaiScat $p sao Kud p`iËyaa.jaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaIjaI–saaonaI ivalaya

pr ]nhaoMnao mah%vapUNa- iTPpNaI kI:
 jaI–saaonaI kI isqait maoM¸ jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI¸ ek saUcaIbaw
[ka[- ek gaOr saUcaIbaw [ka[- saaonaI ip@casa-saa onaI ip@casa-saa onaI ip@casa-saa onaI ip@casa-saa onaI ip@casa-
naoTvak- ³saaonaI´naoTvak- ³saaonaI´naoTvak- ³saaonaI´naoTvak- ³saaonaI´naoTvak- ³saaonaI´ maoM ivalaya kr rhI hO.yah ek
jaiTla laona donajaiTla laona donajaiTla laona donajaiTla laona donajaiTla laona dona hO AaOr Sauw pirNaama ka ]_oSya
saaonaI samaUhsaaonaI samaUhsaaonaI samaUhsaaonaI samaUhsaaonaI samaUh Wara 5151515151‰‰‰‰‰ SaoyarQaairta¸ eossala samaUheossala samaUheossala samaUheossala samaUheossala samaUh
Wara 44444‰‰‰‰‰     ihssaodarI AaOr SaoYa saava-jainak SaoyarQaairta
maoM Anauvaad krnaa hO.
 ivalaya maoM saaonaI saaonaI saaonaI saaonaI saaonaI AaOr essaolaessaolaessaolaessaolaessaola ko baIca SaoyarQaark
AaOr p`baMQana samaJaaOto̧  maja- kI gayaI [ka[- ko emaDI

ko $p maoM jaIjaIjaIjaIjaI ko p`baMQa inadoSak kI inarMtrta AaOr essaola
samaUh kao mah%vapUNa- raiSa ko gaOr–p`itspQaI- Baugatana Saaimala
hO.

 saMyau@t [ka[- vyaapar talamaola ko maamalao maoM rajasva ko ihsaaba
sao Baart ka dUsara sabasao baD,a manaaorMjana caOnala calaayaogaI.[samaoM
7575757575 TolaIivajana caOnala¸ dao vaIiDyaao sT/IimaMga saovaayaoM̧  daodaodaodaodao iflma
sTUiDyaao AaOr iflma saamaga`I haogaI.

 tqya yah hO ik pUrI trh sao dao Alaga saMskRityaaoM vaalaI
saMsqaayaoM̧  ek p`maaoTr Wara saMcaailat [ka[- AaOr dUsarI bahuraYT/
Iya kMpnaI ³emaenasaI´ ek saaqa Aanao ko ilae sahmat hu[-
hOM̧  yah vyaavasaaiyak caunaaOityaaoM pr ek spYT iTPpNaI hO.laoikna
[sanao ]na AvasaraoM kao BaI roKaMikt ikyaa hO ijanaka daohna
ikyaa jaa sakta hO.

iTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa IiTPpNa I
yah ivalaya vaastva maoM vat-maana dSak ko p`saarNa AaOr Aa^nalaa[na

maIiDyaa ivakasa maoM ek mah%vapUNa- maaoD, hO.jaI saaonaI maoM ivalaIna hao jaata
hO̧  laoikna ]mmaId hO ik yah AiKla BaartIya AaOr xao~Iya saamaga`I kao
barkar rKogaa.

yah essaola gaaoyanaka samaUh kI ]llaoKnaIya Aga`NaI Baavanaa ko
ilae sammaanajanak inakasa BaI p`dana krta hO.ifr BaI¸ yah sauinaiScat
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krko inarMtrta sauinaiScat krta hO ik¸ kma sao kma kuC samaya ko ilae
gaitSaIla EaI punaIt gaaoyanaka p`baMQa inadoSak ko $p maoM banao rhoM.

jaOsaaik EaI dlaala batato hOM ik dao saMsqaaAaoM ka ivalaya dao
Alaga–Alaga saMskRityaaoM ka hO̧  laoikna eksaaqa Aanao sao iDjnaI–sTar
sao majabaUt p`itspQaa- ko iKlaaf saaonaI TIvaI ka Aaist%va BaI sauinaiScat
haota hO.ivalaya laaKaoM TIvaI dSa-kaoM AaOr AaoTITI ga`ahkaoM ko ilae
AcCI Kbar hO.

idlacasp baat yah hO ik ivalaya kI gayaI saaonaI kMpnaI ka
iDfa^lT ivatrNa naoTvak- nahIM haogaa¸ laoikna BaivaYya maoM jaIivat rhnao ko
ilae sammaaohk saamaga`I AaOr nayaI maako-iTMga pr inaBa-r krogaa.jaI¸ isaTI
kobala kI poSakSa kr sakta qaa jaao Aaja BaI 77 laaK sao AiQak
ga`ahkaoM ko saaqa doSa ka dUsara sabasao baD,a malTI isasTma Aa^proTr
hO.ifr BaI yah enasaIelaTI maoM iva<aIya AaOr idvaailayaapna caunaaOityaaoM
ka saamanaa kr rha hO.

yah laoKk nayaI maja- kI gayaI kMpnaI ko ilae SauBakamanaayaoM dota
hO.

baIºbaIºbaIºbaIºbaIº emaesaAa o p Mja IkrNa nava IkrNa pramaSa - ¸emaesaAa o p Mja IkrNa nava IkrNa pramaSa - ¸emaesaAa o p Mja IkrNa nava IkrNa pramaSa - ¸emaesaAa o p Mja IkrNa nava IkrNa pramaSa - ¸emaesaAa o p Mja IkrNa nava IkrNa pramaSa - ¸
proSaana krnao vaalao AaMkD,o poSa krta hOproSaana krnao vaalao AaMkD,o poSa krta hOproSaana krnao vaalao AaMkD,o poSa krta hOproSaana krnao vaalao AaMkD,o poSa krta hOproSaana krnao vaalao AaMkD,o poSa krta hO

malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ³emaesaAaó  ko pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa pr
BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  Wara 20 jaulaa[- 202220 jaulaa[- 202220 jaulaa[- 202220 jaulaa[- 202220 jaulaa[- 2022
kao ek hailayaa pramaSa- p~ maoM̧  k[- idlacasp Avalaaokna kI gayaI hO̧
ijasakI sahayata sao inayaamak ]Vaoga kao kuC proSaana krnao vaalaI
vaastivaktaAaoM ko p`it jaaga$k krnaa caahta hO.

mau#ya Avalaaokna hO:

 ]Vaoga kI irpaoT- ko Anausaar¸ Baart maoM caIna ko baad ga`ahkaoM ko
maamalao mao M duinayaa mao M dUsara sabasao baD,I po–TIvaI baajaardUsara sabasao baD,I po–TIvaI baajaardUsara sabasao baD,I po–TIvaI baajaardUsara sabasao baD,I po–TIvaI baajaardUsara sabasao baD,I po–TIvaI baajaar hO¸
ijasamaoM 197 imailayana197 imailayana197 imailayana197 imailayana197 imailayana TIvaI Gar 7º57º57º57º57º5‰‰‰‰‰ kI dr sao kI dr sao kI dr sao kI dr sao kI dr sao baZ, rho hOM.
pOra 1º3pOra 1º3pOra 1º3pOra 1º3pOra 1º3

 emaesaAao̧  kobala saovaa xao~ ko pdanauËma maoM ek trf p`saarkaoM
AaOr dUsarI trf sqaanaIya kobala Aa^proTraoM ko baIca maQya ibaMdumaQya ibaMdumaQya ibaMdumaQya ibaMdumaQya ibaMdu pr
KD,o haoto hOM.pOra 1º4pOra 1º4pOra 1º4pOra 1º4pOra 1º4

 emaAa[-baI nao Apnao saMdBa- idnaaMk 07º02º202207º02º202207º02º202207º02º202207º02º2022 maoM T/a[- AiQainayama
1997 kI Qaara 11³1´³e´³2´Qaara 11³1´³e´³2´Qaara 11³1´³e´³2´Qaara 11³1´³e´³2´Qaara 11³1´³e´³2´ ko tht T/a[- sao emaesaAao
pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa ko inamnailaiKt phlauAaoM pr ApnaI isafairSaoM
donao ka AnauraoQa ikyaa hO:

³1´ caUMik saITIena AiQainayamasaITIena AiQainayamasaITIena AiQainayamasaITIena AiQainayamasaITIena AiQainayama maoM navaIkrNa ka kao[- p`avaQaanakao[- p`avaQaanakao[- p`avaQaanakao[- p`avaQaanakao[- p`avaQaana

ensures continuity by ensuring that, at least for the time
being, the dynamic Mr Puneet Goenka stays on as
Managing Director.

As Mr Dalal points out, the merger of the two
entities is of two different cultures but the coming
together also ensures survival for Sony TV against robust
competition from Disney Star. The merger is good news
for the millions of tv viewers and OTT subscribers.

Interestingly enough, the merged Sony Company
will not have a default distribution network but will
rely on compelling content and innovative marketing
to survive in the future. Zee could have offered Siticable,
which even today is the second largest Multi System
Operator in the country with over 77 lakh subscribers.
Still, it is facing liquidity and bankruptcy challenges
in the NCLT.

This writer wishes the best for the new Merged
Co.

B. MSO REGISTRATION
RENEWAL CONSULTATION
THROWS UP DISTURBING
DATA
In a recent Consultation Paper dated July 20, 2022,

issued by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
on the renewal of registration for Multi System Operators
(MSOs), many interesting observations have been made
which should make the Industry wake up to certain
disturbing realities highlighted by the Regulator.

Key observations are:

 ‘As per Industry reports, India has the second largest
pay-tv market in the world in terms of subscribers
after China, with 197 million TV households growing
at 7.5% YoY. Para 1.3

 MSOs stand at the middle point in the hierarchy of
the cable services sector between the Broadcasters
on one side and Local Cable Operators on the other.’
Para 1.4.

 ‘MIB, in its reference dated 07.02.2022, has requested
TRAI under Section 11(1)(a)(ii) of the TRAI Act 1997
to give its recommendations on the following aspects
of the renewal of MSO registrations:
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(i) As there is no provision for renewal in the CTN
Act, whether a provision relating to the renewal
of MSO registration after every ten years be
inserted in the Rules.

(ii) Rule 11 A of CTN Rules, 1994, prescribe a
processing fee of Rs. One Lakh is to be submitted
with the application for MSO registration. The
processing fee to be charged for such renewal,
which shall also be inserted in the Rules, may
also be advised.’ Para 1.8.

 ‘TRAI is of the view that to
maintain uniformity amongst
distribution platforms; the
policy guidelines should also
have a provision for renewal for
HITS services.’ Para 1.9.

 ‘Registration of MSOs
progressed in consonance with
the phase-wise implementation
of DAS. The number of
registered MSOs has steadily increased from 29 in
2012 to 1451 by 2017. The new Regulatory Framework
also provided further growth. (Current figure as per
MIB data quoted by TRAI is 1762 (March 2022)’
Para 2.1.

 ‘Starting a cable television distribution business
entails a considerable investment of resources. It
would, therefore, be a reasonable expectation on the
part of MSO licensees that, before the expiry of the
initial 10-year registration, they would apply for
renewal/ extension of the existing registration so that
they could continue their business. Para 2.12.

 ‘As mentioned, there are 1762 MSOs who have been
provided MSO registration by MIB up to March 2022.
Further, as per inputs from leading broadcasters,
nearly 900 MSOs have active agreements with pay
TV broadcasters. However, there is a significant gap
in reporting compliance by these MSOs despite
continuous monitoring efforts by TRAI. Para 2.26

 For instance, only 363 MSOs had undergone the
mandatory audit in 2021, citing miscellaneous
reasons, including the Covid situation. It is
understood that similar shortfalls are also observed
by the Ministry regarding compliance with the terms
and conditions of the MSO registration granted by
MIB.’ Para 2.26.

nahIM hO̧  @yaa inayamaaoMinayamaaoMinayamaaoMinayamaaoMinayamaaoM maoM p`%yaok dsa vaYa- ko baad emaesaAao
pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa sao saMbaMiQat p`avaQaana Saaimala ikyaa
gayaa hO.

³2´ saITIena inayama 1994 ko inayama 11 esaITIena inayama 1994 ko inayama 11 esaITIena inayama 1994 ko inayama 11 esaITIena inayama 1994 ko inayama 11 esaITIena inayama 1994 ko inayama 11 e mao M inaQaa-irt
ikyaa gayaa hO ik emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko ilae Aavaodna ko
saaqa ek laaK Épyao kI p`aosaoisaMga Saulkp`aosaoisaMga Saulkp`aosaoisaMga Saulkp`aosaoisaMga Saulkp`aosaoisaMga Saulk jamaa krnaI
haogaI.eosaI navaIkrNa ko ilae vasaUlaa jaanao vaalaa p`aosaoisaMga
Saulk¸ ijasao inayamaaoMinayamaaoMinayamaaoMinayamaaoMinayamaaoM maoM BaI saimmailat ikyaa jaayaogaa¸ kI
saUcanaa dI jaae.pOra 1º8pOra 1º8pOra 1º8pOra 1º8pOra 1º8

 T/a[ - ka ivacaar hO ik ivatrNa
PlaoTfa^maao-M ko baIca ek$pta banaayao rKnao ko
ilae naIit idSaainado-SaaoM maoM ihT\sa saovaaAaoM ko
navaIkrNanavaIkrNanavaIkrNanavaIkrNanavaIkrNa ka p`avaQaana BaI haonaa caaihe.pOrapOrapOrapOrapOra
1 º91º91º91º91º9

 emaesaAao ka pMjaIkrNa DIeesa ko
carNabaw kayaa -nvayana ko Anau$p Aagao
baZ,a.pMjaIkRt emaesaAao kI saM#yaa 20122012201220122012 maoM

2929292929 sao baZ,kr 20172017201720172017 tk 14511451145114511451 hao gayaI hO.nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao
nao BaI vaRiw p`dana kI hO.³T/a[- Wara ]dRt emaAa[-baIbaI DoTa ko
Anausaar vat-maana AaMkD,a 17621762176217621762 hO ³maaca- 2022´¸ pOra 2º1³maaca- 2022´¸ pOra 2º1³maaca- 2022´¸ pOra 2º1³maaca- 2022´¸ pOra 2º1³maaca- 2022´¸ pOra 2º1

 kobala TolaIivajana ivatrNa vyavasaaya Sau$ krnao ko ilae saMsaaQanaaoM ka
kafI inavaoSa krnaa pD,ta hO.[sailae¸ emaesaAao laa[saoMsaQaairyaaoM
kI Aaor sao yah ek ]icat Apoxaa]icat Apoxaa]icat Apoxaa]icat Apoxaa]icat Apoxaa haogaI ik p`arMiBak 10 vaYa- ko
pMjaIkrNa ko samaaPt sa o phlao va o maa Oja Uda pMjaIkrNa ko
navaIkrNaÀivastar ko ilae Aavaodna kroMgao taik vao Apnaa vyavasaaya
jaarI rK sakoMgao.pOra 2º12pOra 2º12pOra 2º12pOra 2º12pOra 2º12

 jaOsaaik ]llaoK ikyaa gayaa hO 17621762176217621762 emaesaAao hOM ijanhoM maaca-maaca-maaca-maaca-maaca-
20222022202220222022 tk emaAa[-baI Wara emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa p`dana ikyaa
gayaa hO.[sako Alaavaa¸ p`mauK p`saarkaoM ko [napuT ko Anausaar
lagaBaga 900900900900900 emaesaAao ka po TIvaI p`saarkaoM ko saaqa saiËyasaiËyasaiËyasaiËyasaiËya
samaJaaOtasamaJaaOtasamaJaaOtasamaJaaOtasamaJaaOta hO.tqaaip¸ T/a[- Wara inarMtr inagaranaI p`yaasaaoM ko baavajaUd
[na emaesaAao Wara Anaupalana kI saUcanaa donao maoM ek mah%vapUNa-
AMtr hO.pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26

 ]dahrNa ko ilae kovala 363363363363363 emaesaAao nao kaoivaD isqait saiht
ivaivaQa karNaaoM ka hvaalaa doto hue 20212021202120212021 maoM Ainavaaya- Aa^iDT
krayaa qaa.yah samaJaa jaata hO ik maM~alaya Wara emaAa[-baI Wara
p`dana ikyao gayao emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa ko inayamaaoM AaOr Satao-M ko
Anaupalana ko saMbaMQa mao M BaI [saI trh kI kmaI[saI trh kI kmaI[saI trh kI kmaI[saI trh kI kmaI[saI trh kI kmaI doKI gayaI
hO.pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26
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 ‘Few smaller & medium MSOs have merged their
operations or formed a joint venture (JV) with bigger
MSOs having more than one lakh subscriber base.
However, the acquired MSOs have not reported the
new status to TRAI or MIB.’ Para 2.26

 ‘Apart from this, many of the MSOs whom MIB has
issued MSO registration after 2017 are yet to comply
with the provisions of the CTN Act/Rules, including
the extant regulatory framework. MIB has also issued
an advisory dated 21.02.2022 for regularly updating
the Ministry’s subscriber base data on the
Management Information System
(MIS).’ Para 2.26

 ‘Pursuant to the said situation, it may
be prudent for the licensing authority
to be satisfied with the compliance of
the MSOs with the terms and
conditions of their registration and the
extant regulatory framework prior to
permitting the extension of their
services.’ Para 2.27

 ‘It may be reasonable to include a
provision in the CTN Act/Rules for the
MSOs to report their status of compliance with the
extant regulatory framework to TRAI or MIB before
they may be granted renewal of registration. TRAI
has identified key regulatory provisions for
compliance monitoring purposes, the list (is) enclosed
as Annexure III.’ Para 2.27

COMMENT:

 Every Consultation Paper issued by TRAI in the
recent past on the Electronic Media Scenario
always throws up a feast of data which helps us to
understand the evolution of this Industry with
greater clarity helping it to plan its future with
greater certainty.

 This Consultation Paper is relatively short but offers
a contemporary insight into an industry which
serves over 75 million households and continues to
be the most cost-effective means of providing high-
quality television signals at an average price of
less than Rs. 1 per channel.

 Though there has been an exponential number of
MSOs from 29 in 2012 as per TRAI estimate (this

 kuC CaoTo AaOr maJaaOlao emaesaAao nao Apnao pircaalana ka ivalaya
kr idyaa hO yaa ek laaK sao AiQak ga`ahk AaQaar vaalao baD,o
emaesaAao ko saaqa ek saMyau@t ]pËma ³jaovaI´ banaayaa hO.halaaMik
AiQaga`iht emaesaAao nao T/a[- yaa emaAa[-baI kao nayaI isqait kIisqait kIisqait kIisqait kIisqait kI
saUcanaa nahIMsa Ucanaa nahIMsa Ucanaa nahIMsa Ucanaa nahIMsa Ucanaa nahIM dI hO.pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26pOra 2º26

 [sako Alaavaa k[- emaesaAao ijanhoM emaAa[-baI nao 20172017201720172017 ko baad
emaesaAao pMjaIkrNa jaarI ikyaa hO̧  ]nhaoMnao maaOjaUda inayaamak Z,aMcao
saiht saITIena AiQainayamaao MÀinayamaao M ko p`avaQaanaao M ka ABaIABaIABaIABaIABaI
tk palana nahIMtk palana nahIMtk palana nahIMtk palana nahIMtk palana nahIM ikyaa hO.emaAa[-baI nao p`baMQana saUcanaa p`NaalaI

³emaAa[-esa´³emaAa[-esa´³emaAa[-esa´³emaAa[-esa´³emaAa[-esa´ pr maM~alaya ko ga`ahk AaQaar DoTa kao
inayaimat $p sao AVtna krnao ko ilae idnaaMk
21º02º202221º02º202221º02º202221º02º202221º02º2022 kao ek pramaSa- BaI jaarI ikyaa.pOrapOrapOrapOrapOra
2º262º262º262º262º26
 ]@t isqait ko AnausarNa maoM̧  laa[saoMsa p`aiQakarI
ko ilae yah ivavaokpUNa- hao sakta hO ik vah emaesaAao
ko pMjaIkrNa ko inayamaaoM AaOr Satao-M AaOr ]nakI saovaaAaoM
ko ivastar kI Anaumait donao sao phlao maaOjaUda inayaamak
Z,aMcao ko Anaupalana sao saMtuYTsaMtuYTsaMtuYTsaMtuYTsaMtuYT hao.pOra 2º27pOra 2º27pOra 2º27pOra 2º27pOra 2º27
 emaesaAao ko pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa kI Anaumait
idyao jaanao sao phlao maaOjaUda inayaamak Z,aMcao ko AnaupalanaAnaupalanaAnaupalanaAnaupalanaAnaupalana

kI isqaitkI isqaitkI isqaitkI isqaitkI isqait kI irpaoT- T/a[- yaa emaAa[-baI kao krnao ko ilae
emaesaAao ko ilae saITIena AiQainayamaÀinayamaao M AiQainayamaÀinayamaao M AiQainayamaÀinayamaao M AiQainayamaÀinayamaao M AiQainayamaÀinayamaao M mao M p`avaQaana
Saaimala krnaa ]icat hao sakta hO.T/a[- nao Anaupalana inagaranaI
]_oSyaaoM ko ilae p`mauK inayaamak p`avaQaanaaoM kI phcaana kI hO̧  saUcaI
Anaulagnak 3Anaulagnak 3Anaulagnak 3Anaulagnak 3Anaulagnak 3 ko $p maoM saMlagna hO.pOra 2º27pOra 2º27pOra 2º27pOra 2º27pOra 2º27

iTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa M

 [lao@T/a^inak maIiDyaa pirdRSya pr hala ko idnaaoM maoM T/a[- Wara jaarI
ikyaa gayaa p`%yaok pramaSa- p~ hmaoSaa DoTa kI davat dota hO jaao
hmaoM [sa ]Vaoga ko ivakasa kao AiQak spYTta ko saaqa samaJanao maoM
madd krta hO ijasasao [sao Apnao BaivaYya kI AiQak inaiScatta
ko saaqa yaaojanaa banaanao maoM madd imlatI hO.

 yah pramaSa- p~ ApoxaakRt CaoTa hO laoikna ek eosao ]Vaoga maoM
samakalaIna AMrdRiY-T p`dana krta hO jaao 75 imailayana sao AiQak
pirvaaraoM kao saovaa p`dana krta hO AaOr p`it caOnala 1Épyao sao kma
kI AaOsat kImat pr ]cca gauNava<aa vaalao TolaIivajana isaganala
p`danao krnao ka sabasao AiQak laagat p`BaavaI saaQana banaa huAa
hO.

 halaaMik T/a[- ko Anaumaana ko Anausaar 2012 maoM emaesaAaohalaaMik T/a[- ko Anaumaana ko Anausaar 2012 maoM emaesaAaohalaaMik T/a[- ko Anaumaana ko Anausaar 2012 maoM emaesaAaohalaaMik T/a[- ko Anaumaana ko Anausaar 2012 maoM emaesaAaohalaaMik T/a[- ko Anaumaana ko Anausaar 2012 maoM emaesaAao
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kI saM#yaa 29 sao ³yah AaMkD,a galat p`itt haota hO´kI saM#yaa 29 sao ³yah AaMkD,a galat p`itt haota hO´kI saM#yaa 29 sao ³yah AaMkD,a galat p`itt haota hO´kI saM#yaa 29 sao ³yah AaMkD,a galat p`itt haota hO´kI saM#yaa 29 sao ³yah AaMkD,a galat p`itt haota hO´
maaca- 2022 mao M 1762 hao gayaa hO¸ yah AaScaya-janak hOmaaca- 2022 mao M 1762 hao gayaa hO¸ yah AaScaya-janak hOmaaca- 2022 mao M 1762 hao gayaa hO¸ yah AaScaya-janak hOmaaca- 2022 mao M 1762 hao gayaa hO¸ yah AaScaya-janak hOmaaca- 2022 mao M 1762 hao gayaa hO¸ yah AaScaya-janak hO
ik T/a[- ko Anausaar kovala 900 emaesaAao ka p`saarkaoMik T/a[- ko Anausaar kovala 900 emaesaAao ka p`saarkaoMik T/a[- ko Anausaar kovala 900 emaesaAao ka p`saarkaoMik T/a[- ko Anausaar kovala 900 emaesaAao ka p`saarkaoMik T/a[- ko Anausaar kovala 900 emaesaAao ka p`saarkaoM
ko saaqa saiËya po ca Onala samaJaa Ota hO.ko saaqa saiËya po ca Onala samaJaa Ota hO.ko saaqa saiËya po ca Onala samaJaa Ota hO.ko saaqa saiËya po ca Onala samaJaa Ota hO.ko saaqa saiËya po ca Onala samaJaa Ota hO.

 [saka matlaba hO ik 862 emaesaAao inaiYËyaÀGaayala hao gayao hOM
yaa baD,o emaesaAao maoM ivalaya hao gayao hOM.yah emaesaAao ]Vaoga ko
ilae bahut svasqa saMkotk nahIM hO.

 T/a[- ko Anausaar¸ ek AaOr ]llaoKnaIya AaMkD,a yah hO ik kovala
363 saiËya emaesaAao nao 2021 maoM kaoivaD p`itbaMQaaoM ka hvaalaa
doto hue Ainavaaya- Aa^iDT ikyaa.emaAa[-baI kao pMjaIkrNa ko
inayama va Satao-M pr Anaupalana irpaoT- BaI nahIM imala rhI hO.

 yah gaOr–Anaupalana kovala p̀saarkaoM AaOr emaesaAao ko baIca AivaSvaasa
kao baZ,a sakta hO jaao ipClao 27 vaYaao-M maoM emaesaAao Wara ApnaI
saovaayaoM Sau$ krnao ko baad sao sqaainak hO.

 [sa proSaana krnao vaalao DoTa kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue¸ T/a[- nao Apnao
2017 ko ivainayamaaoM pr 18 p̀SnaaoM kI ek ivastRt saUcaI maoM AnaubaMQa 3
maoM inayaamak Anaupalana pr ek isqait irpaoT- ka p̀stava idyaa hO.

 halaaMik¸ yah laoKk SaIYa- 15 emaesaAao Wara iksaI BaI gaMBaIr
gaOr–Anaupalana kI Apoxaa nahIM krta hO̧  ³ijanako baaro maoM kha
gayaa hO ik 2019 maoM T/a[- ko AaMkD,aoM ko Anausaar 78‰ ka
ekaiQakar hÓ ¸ yah gahrI icaMta ka ivaYaya hO ik @yaa SaoYa 885
³900 saiËya emaesaAao maoM saó  Anaupalana kr rho hOM yaa [sa
idSaa maoM kama kr rho hOM.

 [sa laoKk ko ilae ek AaOr gahrI icaMta yah hO ik T/a[- Wara
]dRt AMkgaiNat sahI haonao pr 860 sao AiQak gaOr–saiËya
emaesaAao p`itt haoto hOM.ipClao 27 saalaaoM sao maaOjaUd emaesaAao
]Vaoga ko ilae yah AcCI Kbar nahIM hO.

 [sa DoTa sao yah AcCI trh samaJaa jaa sakta hO ik ipClao kuC
vaYaao-M maoM kobala ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa maoM BaarI kma @yaaoM AayaI hO AaOr
Kasakr ipClao dao saala maoM laa^kDa]na ko p`Baava ko baad sao AaOr
AiQak hu[- hO.

 halaaMik T/a[- nao p`stava idyaa hO ik pMjaIkrNa ko navaIkrNa kI
maaMga krto samaya AnaubaMQa 3 maoM p`staivat p`SnaaoM ko Anaupalana
emaAa[-baI kao p`dana ikyaa jaanaa caaihe¸ [sa laoKk ka maananaa
hO ik emaesaAao Wara vaaiYa-k Anaupalana irpaoT- Ainavaaya- $p sao
p`%yaok vaYa- jaUna maoM emaAa[-baI kao BaojaI jaanaI caaihe.yah Saayad
kma sao kma saiËya emaesaAao Wara inayaamak AaOr pMjaIkrNa
maanadMDaoM ko baohtr Anaupalana kao sauinaiScat krogaa.

figure appears to be incorrect) to 1762 in March
2022 as per MIB data, it is surprising that only
900 MSOs as per TRAI have active pay channel
agreements with Broadcasters.

 This means 862 MSOs are inactive/wound up or
merged with larger MSOs. This is not a very healthy
indicator for the future of the MSO industry.

 Another telling statistic, as per TRAI, is that only
363 active MSOs underwent mandatory audit in
2021, citing COVID restraints. MIB is also not
getting compliance reports on the terms and
conditions of registration.

 This non-compliance can only increase the distrust
between Broadcasters and MSOs, which has been
endemic in the past 27 years since MSOs started
their services.

 Keeping this disturbing data in mind, TRAI has
proposed a status report on regulatory compliances
in Annexure III to the Consultation Paper in a
detailed list of 18 queries on its 2017 Regulations.

 While this writer does not expect any serious non-
compliance by the top 15 MSOs, (who together are
stated to monopolise 78% as per 2019 TRAI data),
it is a matter of deep concern whether the balance
of 885 (out of 900 active MSOs) are compliant or
are working towards it.

 Another deep concern for this writer is that there
appear to be more than 860 non-active MSOs if the
arithmetic cited by TRAI is correct. This is not good
news for the MSO industry, which has existed for
the past 27 years.

 This data could well explain why the number of
cable subscribers has decreased heavily in the past
few years and more so since the impact of lockdown
in the past two years.

 While TRAI has proposed that compliance to the
proposed queries in Annexure III be provided to
MIB when seeking renewal of registration, this
writer feels that an annual compliance report by
MSOs should be sent mandatorily to MIB in June of
every year. This would perhaps ensure better
compliance with regulatory and registration norms,
at least by the active MSOs.
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C. WILL TRAI TEST GUIDES
FOR CAS/SMS POSE
FRESH CHALLENGES FOR
CABLE INDUSTRY?
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)

released guidelines for the testing and certification of the
conditional access system (CAS) and the subscriber
management system (SMS) for the broadcasting sector on
June 15, 2022, in the presence of TRAI Chairman and MIB
Secretary and Secretary Department of Telecommunications.

TRAI had notified the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services Interconnection
(Addressable Systems) (Third Amendment)
Regulations, 2021, on June 11, 2021, by
incorporating new Regulation 4A and
Schedule-IX in the Interconnection
Regulations, 2017, seeking to address
“various issues arising out of the
deployment of non-standard CAS and SMS
in television broadcasting sector”. TRAI further designated
Telecommunication Engineering Centre (TEC) DoT as the
Testing and Certification Agency for CAS and SMS used
for Broadcasting and Cable TV services as per order dated
21-09-2021.

Unfortunately, the release function degenerated into
a cable industry bashing session when the media quoted
the I and B Secretary, Mr Apurva Chandra, stating that “it
has been a common refrain from the
broadcasters that the MSOs and LCOs
bypass the CAS and SMS. And that is
why there is an issue with regard to the
reporting of the number of customers,
diversions, and piracy,” he said.”
Hopefully, with these CAS and SMS test
procedures now being notified, these
things will be taken care of,” he added.
He further added that the “release of the
CAS and SMS testing procedures would bring “more
transparency” to the broadcasting sector’s entire value
chain”.

DoT secretary Mr Rajaraman said the “standards
are very important. They define what a consumer needs to
get in terms of quality of service. In a good market,
consumer rights have to be protected”.

TRAI Chairman Mr Vaghela said the release of the
Test Guide Document “is an important step in implementing
the requirements specified under Schedule-IX

saIº @yaa saIeesaÀesaemaesa ko ilae T/a[- TosTsaIº @yaa saIeesaÀesaemaesa ko ilae T/a[- TosTsaIº @yaa saIeesaÀesaemaesa ko ilae T/a[- TosTsaIº @yaa saIeesaÀesaemaesa ko ilae T/a[- TosTsaIº @yaa saIeesaÀesaemaesa ko ilae T/a[- TosT
gaa[D¸ kobala ]Vaoga ko ilae nayaI caunaaOityaaMgaa[D¸ kobala ]Vaoga ko ilae nayaI caunaaOityaaMgaa[D¸ kobala ]Vaoga ko ilae nayaI caunaaOityaaMgaa[D¸ kobala ]Vaoga ko ilae nayaI caunaaOityaaMgaa[D¸ kobala ]Vaoga ko ilae nayaI caunaaOityaaM
poSa kroMgaoÆpoSa kroMgaoÆpoSa kroMgaoÆpoSa kroMgaoÆpoSa kroMgaoÆ
BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  nao 15 jaUna 202215 jaUna 202215 jaUna 202215 jaUna 202215 jaUna 2022

kao T/a[- ko AQyaxa AaOr emaAa[-baI ko saicava va dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ko
saicava kI ]pisqait maoM p`saarNa xao~ ko ilae kMDISanala e@saosa isasTma
³saIeesa´ ko prIxaNa AaOr p`maaNana ko ilae idSaainado-Sa jaarI ikyao.

T/a[- nao dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaa [MTrknao@SanadUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaa [MTrknao@SanadUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaa [MTrknao@SanadUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaa [MTrknao@SanadUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaa [MTrknao@Sana
³eD/ osa obala isasTma´³tIsara sa MSaa oQana´ ivainayama 2021³eD/ osa obala isasTma´³tIsara sa MSaa oQana´ ivainayama 2021³eD/ osa obala isasTma´³tIsara sa MSaa oQana´ ivainayama 2021³eD/ osa obala isasTma´³tIsara sa MSaa oQana´ ivainayama 2021³eD/ osa obala isasTma´³tIsara saMSaa oQana´ ivainayama 2021 kao 1111111111
jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021jaUna 2021 kao [MTrknao@Sana rogaulaoSana¸ 2017[MTrknao@Sana rogaulaoSana¸ 2017[MTrknao@Sana rogaulaoSana¸ 2017[MTrknao@Sana rogaulaoSana¸ 2017[MTrknao@Sana rogaulaoSana¸ 2017 mao M nayao rogaulaoSanarogaulaoSanarogaulaoSanarogaulaoSanarogaulaoSana

4e4e4e4e4e AaOr SaoD\yaUla–9SaoD\yaUla–9SaoD\yaUla–9SaoD\yaUla–9SaoD\yaUla–9 kao Saaimala krko TolaIivajana
p`saarNa xao~ maoM gaOr–maanak saIeesa AaOr esaemaesa kI
tOnaatI sao ]%pnna haonao vaalao ivaiBanna mau_o kao AiQasaUicat
ikyaa qaa.T/a[- nao idnaaMk 21º09º202121º09º202121º09º202121º09º202121º09º2021 ko AadoSa
ko Anausaar dUrsa Mcaar [MjaIinayair Mga ko Md ` ³TI[-dUrsa Mcaar [MjaIinayair Mga ko Md ` ³TI[-dUrsa Mcaar [MjaIinayair Mga ko Md ` ³TI[-dUrsa Mcaar [MjaIinayair Mga ko Md ` ³TI[-dUrsa Mcaar [MjaIinayair Mga ko Md ` ³TI[-
saI´saI´saI´saI´saI´ Da^T kao saIeesa saIeesa saIeesa saIeesa saIeesa AaOr p`saarNa AaOr kobalap`saarNa AaOr kobalap`saarNa AaOr kobalap`saarNa AaOr kobalap`saarNa AaOr kobala

TIvaI saovaaAaoMTIvaI saovaaAaoMTIvaI saovaaAaoMTIvaI saovaaAaoMTIvaI saovaaAaoM ko ilae ]pyaaoga ikyao jaanao vaalao esaemaesaesaemaesaesaemaesaesaemaesaesaemaesa ko ilae
prIxaNa AaOr p`maaNana ejaoMsaI ko $p maoM naaimat ikyaa.

duBaa-gya sao irlaIja samaaraoh ek kobala ]Vaoga kao kaosanao vaalao sa~
maoM badla gayaa¸ jaba maIiDyaa nao Aa[- eMD baI saicava EaI ApUva- caMd`a kao
]dRt krto hue kha ik ‘p`saarkaoM ka yah saamaanya prhoja rha hO ik
emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao saIeesa va esaemaesa kao baayapasa krto hOM.]nhaoMnao

kha ik ‘AaOr yahI karNa hO ik ga`ahkaoM kI
saM#yaa¸ Dayavaja-na AaOr payarosaI kI irpao-iTMga ko
saMbaMQa maoM ek samasyaa hO.’]naka yah BaI khnaa qaa
ik ‘]mmaId hO ik [na saIeesa AaOr esaemaesa
prIxaNa p`iËyaaAaoM kao Aba AiQasaUicat ikyaa jaa
rha hO¸ AaOr [samao M [na baataoM ka Qyaana rKa
jaayaogaa.’]nhaoMnao Aagao kha ik ‘saIeesa AaOr
esaemaesa prIxaNa p`iËyaaAaoM kao jaarI krnao sao

p`saarNa xao~ kI saMpUNa- maUlya EaRMKlaa maoM ‘AiQak pardiSa-ta’ AayaogaI.’
dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ko saicava EaI rajaaramana nao kha ‘maanak bahut

mah%vapUNa- hOM.vao pirBaaiYat krto hOM ik saovaa ko gauNava<aa ko saMdBa- maoM
]pBaao@ta kao @yaa p`aPt krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.ek AcCo baajaar maoM
]pBaao@ta ko AiQakaraoM kI rxaa kI jaanaI caaihe.

T/a[- ko AQyaxa EaI vaaGaola nao kha ik TosT gaa[D dstavaojaTosT gaa[D dstavaojaTosT gaa[D dstavaojaTosT gaa[D dstavaojaTosT gaa[D dstavaoja
jaarI krnaa ‘saIeesa AaOr esaemaesa ko tknaIkI Anaupalana ko ilae
AnausaUcaI–9 ³20172017201720172017 ko inayamaaoM maoM saMSaaoQana ko maaQyama sao Saaimala´ ko tht



SATELLITE & CABLE TV JANUARY 202138 SATELLITE & CABLE TV AUGUST 2022

MEDIA BEAT

(incorporated through an amendment in 2017 regulations)
for technical compliance of CAS and SMS”. The rollout of
the testing and certification of the CAS and the
SMS will achieve the desired benefits “such as
better content security, factual reporting of the
subscriber base, reduced revenue loss,
eventually leading to improved consumer
experience,” he added.

The two manuals are very
comprehensive in their scope and intent. The
CAS Manual has two distinct features:

a) Conditional Access System Mandatory
Requirements (as per Schedule-IX notified by TRAI
on 11-06-2021)

b. Conditional Access System Desirable Requirements
(as per Schedule-IX notified by TRAI on 11-06-2021).

The mandatory requirements for the CAS system
have various mandatory checks which, among others, cover
features like:
 Activation/ Deactivation.
 SMS/CAS integration.
 STB Operation.
 Channel Addition.
 LCN Number.
 CAS Reports.
 CAS Database/Tables.
 CAS Logs.
 CAS-STB Addressability.
 Provision of A La Carte Channels.
 Fingerprinting measures. Covert and Overt.
 Firewall Access.
 De-entitlement of STB.

The mandatory requirements for the Subscriber
Management System also have mandatory aspects, include
 Synchronisation of the data of both CAS and SMS.
 Channel/ Bouquet management.
 Network Capacity Fee (NCF) Policy Creation:
 Bill/ Invoice Generation.
 Password Policy Creation for Users:
 Management of Logs:

inaid-YT AavaSyaktaAaoM kao laagaU krnao maoM ek mah%vapUNa- kdma hO.’saIeesa
AaOr esaemaesa ko prIxaNa AaOr p`maaNana ko raola Aa]T sao vaaMiCt laaBa

p`aPt haoMgao̧  jaOsao ‘baohtr saamaga`I saurxaa¸ ga`ahk AaQaar kI
tqyaa%mak irpao-iTMga¸ rajasva haina maoM kmaI¸ AMtt: baohtr
]pBaao@ta AnauBava kI Aaor lao jaanaa.’

dao inayamaavalaI Apnao dayaro AaOr maMSaa maoM bahut vyaapk
hOM.saIeesasaIeesasaIeesasaIeesasaIeesa maOnauAlamaOnauAlamaOnauAlamaOnauAlamaOnauAla maoM dao ivaiSaYT ivaSaoYatayaoM hOM:

eº kMiDSanala e@saosa isasTma Ainavaaya- AavaSyaktayaoM
³11º06º202111º06º202111º06º202111º06º202111º06º2021 kao T/a[- Wara AiQasaUicat AnausaUcaI–AnausaUcaI–AnausaUcaI–AnausaUcaI–AnausaUcaI–
99999 ko Anausaar´

baIº kMiDSanala e@sa osa isasTma vaa MCnaIya AavaSyaktaya o M
³11º06º202111º06º202111º06º202111º06º202111º06º2021 kao T/a[- Wara AiQasaUicat AnausaUcaI–9AnausaUcaI–9AnausaUcaI–9AnausaUcaI–9AnausaUcaI–9
ko Anausaar´

saIeesasaIeesasaIeesasaIeesasaIeesa p`NaalaI ko ilae Ainavaaya- AavaSyaktaAaoM maoM ivaiBanna
Ainavaaya- jaaMca Saaimala hOM̧  ijanamaoM Anya ko saaqa–saaqa inamnailaiKt ivaSaoYatayaoM
Saaimala hOM:
 ei@TvaoSanaÀDI–ei@TvaoSana
 esaemaesaÀsaIeesa ekIkrNa
 esaTIbaI saMcaalana
 caOnala jaaoD,naa
 elasaIena naMbar
 saIeesa irpaoT-
 saIeesa DoTabaosaÀTobalsa
 saIeesa laa^ga
 saIeesa–esaTIbaI eD/osaoibailaTI
 laa^–kaTo- caOnalaaoM ka p`avaQaana
 ifMgaripM̀iTga ]paya.gauPt va Kulaa.
 fayarvaa^la e@saosa.
 esaTIbaI ka DI–eMTa[TolamaoMT.

sabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT isasTmasabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT isasTmasabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT isasTmasabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT isasTmasabsaËa[bar maOnaojamaoMT isasTma ko ilae Ainavaaya- AavaSyaktaAaoM
ko Ainavaaya- phlaU BaI hOM–ijanamaoM Saaimala hO–
 saIeesa AaOr esaemaesa daonaaoM ko DoTa ka isaMËnaa[jaoSana.
 caOnalaÀbauko maOnaojamaoMT
 naoTvak- xamata Saulk ³enasaIefenasaIefenasaIefenasaIefenasaIef´ naIit inamaa-Na:
 ibalaÀcaalaana banaanaa
 ]pyaaogakta-AaoM ko ilae pasavaD- naIit inamaa-Na
 laa^ga ka p`baMQana
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 caOnala sabsaiËPSana irpaoT-
 esaemaesa DoTabaosa AaOr Tobala
 fayarvaa^la e@saosa:
 esaTIbaI–vaIsaI poyairMga
 esaemaesa–esaTIbaI eD/osaoibailaTI

iTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa M

 [sa laoKk kao yah bahut AjaIba lagata hO ik pUro kobala ]Vaoga
Wara ipClao 25 vaYaao-M ko sarkaraoM sao ek Épyao ko p`ao%saahna ko
ibanaa ek saUcanaa iDijaTla saupr ha[-vao ka naotR%va krnao ko
baavajaUd yaa ivaSaala kobala sao A%yaiQak laaBaaMivat haonao vaalao
p`saarkaoM ko baavajaUd laasT maa[la Aa^proTsa-  AaOr malTI isasTma
Aa^proTsa- kI kD,I maohnat sao banaayaa gayaa naoTvak-̧  T/a[- Wara nayao
TosT ikT maOnauAla jaarI krnao ka spYT karNa ‘elaemaAao AaOr
emaesaAao Wara saIeesaÀesaemaesa kao driknaar krnaa hO.’

 dao inayamaavalaI ko saavaQaanaIpUva-k AQyayana sao pta calata hO ik
jaba BaI TI[-saI–Anaumaaoidt prIxaNa ejaoMisayaaoM kI inayaui@t kI
jaatI hO̧  tao po caOnala AnaubaMQaaoM ko saaqa kayaa-%mak $p sao saiËya
emaesaAao kao Anaupalana maoM AiQak samasyaa ka saamanaa nahIM krnaa
pD,ogaa.CaoTo emaesaAao ABaI BaI Apnao pMjaIkrNa ka saMcaalana
kr rho hOM̧  ]nhoM svaaBaaivak $p sao nayao inayamaavalaI ko Anau$p
saIeesaÀesaemaesa isasTma sqaaipt krnao kI AavaSyakta haogaI.

 nayaI vyavasqaa ko AadoSa ko saaqa tknaIkI Anaupalana ko [na
phlauAaoM pr emaesaAao AaOr elaemaAao Wara AiQak Qyaana donaa
haogaa.]Vaoga inakayaaoM kao ek sva–Anaupalana laoKa prIxaa tM~
laakr Apnao sadsyaaoM kI madd krnao kI AavaSyakta haogaI.

 [sa laoKk ka ek AMitma sauJaava yah hO ik kobala saMGaaoM AaOr
emaesaAao inakayaaoM kao maM~alaya AaOr inayaamak saMvaad AaOr saava-
jainak maMcaaoM maoM Apnao pòrk kaOSala kao jaaoD,naa caaihe taik yah
sauinaiScat hao sako ik ]Vaoga kI eosaI nakara%mak tsvaIr vairYz
sarkarI AiQakairyaaoM Wara ifr sao kBaI icai~t nahIM kI jaae.

 Channel subscription report
 SMS Database and tables.
 Firewall Access:
 STB-VC pairing:
 SMS-STB addressability.

COMMENT

 This writer finds it very strange that despite the
enormous lead taken by the entire Cable Industry
in pioneering an information digital super highway
without a single rupee’s incentive from the
Governments of the past 25 years or the
Broadcasters who have enormously benefited from
the vast cable network created by the hard work of
Last Mile Operators and Multi System Operators,
the ostensible reason for the  issue of new Test Kit
Manuals by TRAI  is to halt “bypassing of CAS/
SMS by LMOs and MSOs.”

 A careful study of the two manuals shows that
functionally active MSOs with pay channel
contracts will not face much problem in compliance
whenever TEC-approved testing agencies are
appointed. Smaller MSOs still operationalising
their registrations will naturally need to instal CAS/
SMS systems compliant with the new Manuals.

 With the mandate of the new regime, more focus will
have to be given by MSOs and LMOs to these aspects
of technical compliance. The Industry bodies will
need to help their members by bringing in a self-
compliance audit mechanism.

 One final suggestion by this writer is that the Cable
Associations and the MSO Bodies should combine
their persuasive skills in Ministry and regulatory
dialogue and public forums to ensure that such a
negative picture of the Industry is never painted
again by senior Government officials.

Find Out What The FUTURE Holds for The Industry At

13 - 15 October 2022,  Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai
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D. NEW TELECOM LAW IN
OFFING - NONE FOR
CONVERGENT MEDIA?
On July 23, 2022, the Department of

Telecommunications (DOT) released a Consultation Paper
on the need for a new legal framework governing the
telecommunication sector in India.

At present, three laws govern the Indian
Telecommunication Industry.

 The Indian Telegraph Act of 1885

 The Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act of 1933 and

 The Telegraph Wires (Unlawful Possession) Act of
1950.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONSULTATION PAPER

 The number of telecom subscribers in India has grown
from 1.5 Cr in 1997 to more
than 117 Cr today. This
represents a phenomenal
19% CAGR over 25 years.
India is today the second
largest telecom market in
the world. Para 3.

 The emergence of new technologies such as 5G, the
Internet of Things, etc., offers many opportunities to
transform the lives of millions of Indians. It is
important to have a modern and future-ready legal
framework which addresses the realities of
telecommunication in 21st century India. ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ is an opportune time for
reimagining India’s telecommunication legal
framework. Para 6.

 India needs a new law that is clear, precise, and
attuned to the sector’s realities to realise the potential
of telecommunication. Para 6.

 A new telecommunication law needs to establish an
enabling future-ready framework for developing the
telecommunication sector and deploying new
technologies. Such a law must consolidate the
existing laws governing the telecommunication
sector while keeping global best practices in view.
For this, a careful review of laws and best practices
in other jurisdictions will also be needed. Para 7.

DIºDIºDIºDIºDIº nayaa dUrsaMcaar kanaUna Aanao vaalaa hO–knvajao- MTnayaa dUrsaMcaar kanaUna Aanao vaalaa hO–knvajao- MTnayaa dUrsaMcaar kanaUna Aanao vaalaa hO–knvajao- MTnayaa dUrsaMcaar kanaUna Aanao vaalaa hO–knvajao- MTnayaa dUrsaMcaar kanaUna Aanao vaalaa hO–knvajao- MT
maIiDyaa ko ilae kuC BaI nahIMÆmaIiDyaa ko ilae kuC BaI nahIMÆmaIiDyaa ko ilae kuC BaI nahIMÆmaIiDyaa ko ilae kuC BaI nahIMÆmaIiDyaa ko ilae kuC BaI nahIMÆ
23 jaulaa[- 202223 jaulaa[- 202223 jaulaa[- 202223 jaulaa[- 202223 jaulaa[- 2022 kao dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³Da^TDa^TDa^TDa^TDa^T´ nao Baart maoM

dUrsaMcaar xao~ kao inayaMi~t krnao vaalao ek nayao kanaUnaI Z,Macao kI AavaSyakta
pr pramaSa- p~ jaarI ikyaa.

vat-maana maoM̧  tIna kanaUna BaartIya dUrsaMcaar ]VaogaBaartIya dUrsaMcaar ]VaogaBaartIya dUrsaMcaar ]VaogaBaartIya dUrsaMcaar ]VaogaBaartIya dUrsaMcaar ]Vaoga kao inayaMi~t
krto hOM.

 BaartIya TolaIga ` af AiQainayama 1885BaartIya TolaIga ` af AiQainayama 1885BaartIya TolaIga ` af AiQainayama 1885BaartIya TolaIga ` af AiQainayama 1885BaartIya TolaIga ` af AiQainayama 1885

 1933 ka BaartIya vaayarlaosa TolaIga`afI AiQainayama AaOr1933 ka BaartIya vaayarlaosa TolaIga`afI AiQainayama AaOr1933 ka BaartIya vaayarlaosa TolaIga`afI AiQainayama AaOr1933 ka BaartIya vaayarlaosa TolaIga`afI AiQainayama AaOr1933 ka BaartIya vaayarlaosa TolaIga`afI AiQainayama AaOr

 d TolaIga`af vaayasa- ³gaOrkanaUnaI kbjaa´ AiQainayama 1950d TolaIga`af vaayasa- ³gaOrkanaUnaI kbjaa´ AiQainayama 1950d TolaIga`af vaayasa- ³gaOrkanaUnaI kbjaa´ AiQainayama 1950d TolaIga`af vaayasa- ³gaOrkanaUnaI kbjaa´ AiQainayama 1950d TolaIga`af vaayasa- ³gaOrkanaUnaI kbjaa´ AiQainayama 1950

pramaSa - p~ kI ma u#ya ivaSa oYataya o M:pramaSa - p~ kI ma u#ya ivaSa oYataya o M:pramaSa - p~ kI ma u#ya ivaSa oYataya o M:pramaSa - p~ kI ma u#ya ivaSa oYataya o M:pramaSa - p~ kI ma u#ya ivaSa oYataya o M:

 Baart maoM dUrsaMcaar ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa 19971997199719971997 naoM 1º51º51º51º51º5 kraoDkraoDkraoDkraoDkraoD, sao
baZ,kr Aaja 117117117117117 kraoDkraoDkraoDkraoDkraoD, sao AiQak hao gayaI hO.yah 2525252525 vaYaao-M vaYaao-M vaYaao-M vaYaao-M vaYaao-M sao

ek ABaUtpUva- 19‰19‰19‰19‰19‰ saIejaIAar ka
p`itinaiQa%va krta hO.Baart Aaja duinayaa
ka dUsara sabasao baD,adUsara sabasao baD,adUsara sabasao baD,adUsara sabasao baD,adUsara sabasao baD,a dUrsaMcaar baajaar
hO.pOra 3.pOra 3.pOra 3.pOra 3.pOra 3.

 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI¸ [MTrnaoT Aa^f iqaMgsa Aaid jaOsaI
nayaI tknaIkI ka ]dya laaKaoM BaartIya ko jaIvana kao badlanao ko
k[- Avasar p`dana krta hO.ek AaQauinak AaOr BaivaYya ko ilae
tOyaar kanaUnaI Z,aMcaa haonaa mah%vapUNa- hO jaao 21vaIM sadI ko Baart maoM
dUrsaMcaar kI vaastivaktaAaoM kao saMbaaoiQat krta hO.‘AajaadI‘AajaadI‘AajaadI‘AajaadI‘AajaadI
ka AmaRt mahao%sava’ka AmaRt mahao%sava’ka AmaRt mahao%sava’ka AmaRt mahao%sava’ka AmaRt mahao%sava’ Baart ko dUrsaMcaar kanaUnaI Z,aMcao kao ifr sao
pirBaaiYat krnao ka ]pyau@t samaya hO.pOra 6pOra 6pOra 6pOra 6pOra 6

 Baart kao ek nayao kanaUna kI ja$rt hO jaao dUrsaMcaar kI xamata
ka ehsaasa krnao ko ilae ek spYT¸ saTIk AaOr xao~ kI
vaastivaktaAaoM ko AnaukUla hao.pOra 6pOra 6pOra 6pOra 6pOra 6

 ek nayao dUrsaMcaar kanaUnaek nayao dUrsaMcaar kanaUnaek nayao dUrsaMcaar kanaUnaek nayao dUrsaMcaar kanaUnaek nayao dUrsaMcaar kanaUna kao dUrsaMcaar xao~ ko ivakasa AaOr
nayaI tknaIikyaaMo kao laagaU krnao ko ilae ek saxama BaivaYya ko ilae
tOyaar ZaMcao kao sqaaipt krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.[sa trh ko
kanaUna kao vaOiSvak savaao-<ama p`qaaAaoM kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue dUrsaMcaar
xao~ kao inayaMi~t krnao vaalao maaOjaUda kanaUnaaoM kao samaoikt krnaa
caaihe.[sako ilae Anya xao~aiQakaraoM maoM kanaUnaaoM AaOr savaao-<ama
p`qaaAaoM kI saavaQaanaIpUva-k samaIxaa kI BaI AavaSyakta haogaI.
pOra 7pOra 7pOra 7pOra 7pOra 7
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 Comprehensibility of law for citizens is a desirable
goal. Any new Telecommunication Law needs to be
drafted in plain and straightforward language so
that any citizen, who is reasonably aware of the
telecommunication sector, can understand the
contents of the Bill. Para 8.

 There have been rapid advances in
telecommunication technology and the
corresponding proliferation of licenses,
registrations, authorisations, permissions etc., in the
telecommunication sector. The exclusive privilege
of the Government to do things necessary in the
context of telecommunication to provide
telecommunication services, and
establish and maintain
telecommunication networks and
infrastructure, is well recognised
under the laws of various
jurisdictions. A new law needs to
build upon this framework. Para 10.

 To enable investments, the new law
should also provide the framework
for various players in the telecom
value chain like service providers,
infrastructure providers, RoW
providers etc. Para 13.

 Currently, spectrum assignment is
done through a combination of
policies and court orders. A new
law must bring regulatory clarity and lay down a
specific legal framework. Para 15.

 A new law must provide a robust regulatory
framework to obtain Right of Way uniform, non-
discriminatory for establishing telecommunication
infrastructure. Such a law also needs provisions to
create an effective dispute resolution framework for
Right of Way. Para 19.

 In line with the vision of the PM Gati Shakti
initiative, the new framework needs to incorporate
provisions for establishing common ducts and cable
corridors in infrastructure projects to ensure the
integrated development of infrastructure. Para 20.

 With a view to simplifying the framework for mergers,
demergers and acquisitions, or other forms of
restructuring, a new law needs to allow for any
licensee or registered entity to comply with the

 naagairkaoM ko ilae kanaUna kI baaoQagamyatakanaUna kI baaoQagamyatakanaUna kI baaoQagamyatakanaUna kI baaoQagamyatakanaUna kI baaoQagamyata ek vaaMCnaIya laxya
hO.kuC nayaa dUrsaMcaar kanaUnadUrsaMcaar kanaUnadUrsaMcaar kanaUnadUrsaMcaar kanaUnadUrsaMcaar kanaUna kao sarla AaOr saIQaI BaaYaa maoM
tOyaar ikyao jaanao kI ja$rt hO taik kao[- BaI naagairk¸ jaao
dUrsaMcaar xao~ sao vaaikf hO̧  ivaQaoyak kI saamaga`I kao samaJa sako.
pOra 8pOra 8pOra 8pOra 8pOra 8

 dUrsaMcaar tknaIikyaaoM maoM tojaI sao p`gaittojaI sao p`gaittojaI sao p`gaittojaI sao p`gaittojaI sao p`gait hu[- hO AaOr dUrsaMcaar xao~
maoM laa[saoMsa¸ pMjaIkrNa¸ p`aiQakrNa¸ Anaumait Aaid ka td\nau$p
p`saar huAa hO.dUrsaMcaar saovaayaoM p`dana krnao AaOr dUrsaMcaar naoTvak-
AaOr bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao sqaaipt krnao AaOr banaayao rKnao ko ilae
dUrsaMcaar ko saMdBa- maoM AavaSyak caIjaaoM kao krnao ko ilae sarkar ka
ivaSaoYa ivaSaoYaaiQakarivaSaoYa ivaSaoYaaiQakarivaSaoYa ivaSaoYaaiQakarivaSaoYa ivaSaoYaaiQakarivaSaoYa ivaSaoYaaiQakar¸ ivaiBanna nyaayaalayaao M ko tht AcCI

trh sao maanyata p`aPt hO.[sa Z,aMcao pr ek nayaa
kanaUna banaanao kI ja$rt hO.pOra 10pOra 10pOra 10pOra 10pOra 10

 inavaoSa inavaoSa inavaoSa inavaoSa inavaoSa kao saxama krnao ko ilae¸ nayao kanaUna
kao dUrsaMcaar maUlya EaRMKlaamaUlya EaRMKlaamaUlya EaRMKlaamaUlya EaRMKlaamaUlya EaRMKlaa maoM ivaiBanna iKlaaiD,yaaoM
jaOsao saovaa p`dataAaoM¸ bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa     p`dataAaoM¸
AarAaoDblaU p`dataAaoM Aaid ko ilae Z,aMcaa p`dana
krnaa caaihe.pOra 13pOra 13pOra 13pOra 13pOra 13

 vat-maana maoM¸ spo@T/ma AavaMTna naIityaaoMAavaMTna naIityaaoMAavaMTna naIityaaoMAavaMTna naIityaaoMAavaMTna naIityaaoM AaOr
AdalatI AadoSaaoM ko saMyaaojana ko maaQyama sao ikyaa
jaata hO.ek nayao kanaUna kao inayaamak spYTta
laanaI caaihe AaOr ek ivaiSaYT kanaUnaI ZaMcaa tOyaar
krnaa caaihe.pOra 15pOra 15pOra 15pOra 15pOra 15

 ek nayao kanaUna kao dUrsaMcaar AvasaMrcanaadUrsaMcaar AvasaMrcanaadUrsaMcaar AvasaMrcanaadUrsaMcaar AvasaMrcanaadUrsaMcaar AvasaMrcanaa
kI sqaapnaa ko ilae ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao p`aPt krnao ko ilae ek
majabaUt inayaamak ZaMcaaajabaUt inayaamak ZaMcaaajabaUt inayaamak ZaMcaaajabaUt inayaamak ZaMcaaajabaUt inayaamak ZaMcaa p`dana krnaa caaihe.[sa trh ko
kanaUna kao ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao ra[T Aa^f vao ko ilae ek p`BaavaI ivavaad samaaQaana
Z,aMcaa tOyaar krnao ko ilae p`avaQaanaao M kI AavaSyakta hO.
pOra 19pOra 19pOra 19pOra 19pOra 19

 p`Qaana maM~I kop`Qaana maM~I kop`Qaana maM~I kop`Qaana maM~I kop`Qaana maM~I ko gait Sai@t phlaait Sai@t phlaait Sai@t phlaait Sai@t phlaait Sai@t phla ko dRiYTkaoNa ko Anau$p¸
bauinayaadI Z,aMcao ko ekIkRt ivakasa kao sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae
bauinayaadI Z,aMcaa piryaaojanaaAaoM maoM saamaanya D@T\sa AaOr kobalasaamaanya D@T\sa AaOr kobalasaamaanya D@T\sa AaOr kobalasaamaanya D@T\sa AaOr kobalasaamaanya D@T\sa AaOr kobala
ka^irDaorka^irDaorka^irDaorka^irDaorka^irDaor kI sqaapnaa ko p`avaQaanaaoM kao Saaimala krnao ko ilae nayao
Z,aMcao kI AavaSyakta hO.pOra 20pOra 20pOra 20pOra 20pOra 20

 ivalaya¸ DImaja -r AaOr AiQaga `hNa yaa puna -gaznavalaya¸ DImaja -r AaOr AiQaga `hNa yaa puna -gaznavalaya¸ DImaja -r AaOr AiQaga `hNa yaa puna -gaznavalaya¸ DImaja -r AaOr AiQaga `hNa yaa puna -gaznavalaya¸ DImaja -r AaOr AiQaga `hNa yaa puna -gazna ko Anya
$paoM ko Z,aMcao kao sarla banaanao ko ilae ek nayao kanaUna kao iksaI BaI
laa[saoMsaQaarI yaa pMjaIkRt [ka[- kao kMpnaI AiQainayama¸ 2013kMpnaI AiQainayama¸ 2013kMpnaI AiQainayama¸ 2013kMpnaI AiQainayama¸ 2013kMpnaI AiQainayama¸ 2013
ko tht p`dana kI gayaI puna-gazna ko ilae yaaojanaa ka Anaupalana
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scheme for restructuring as provided under the
Companies Act, 2013, and inform the Department of
Telecommunications, as required. Para 21.

 A new law needs to address insolvency-related issues
in the telecom sector, focusing on continuity of
service. There is a need to ensure that insolvency
proceedings should not lead to suspension or
termination of the license/authorisation/assignment
as long as:

(a) telecommunication services continue to be
provided, and

(b) there is no default in payment of dues in relation
to the telecom license or spectrum use. This
crucial balance between continuity of service
and safeguarding public interests needs to be
addressed under a new framework. Para 22.

 The new framework also needs to consider ways to
overhaul the current Universal Service Obligation
Fund with the wider concept of a
“Telecommunication Development Fund”. This can
address the larger public purpose of ensuring
delivery of universal telecommunication service to
underserved rural and urban areas, research and
developing new technologies, and promoting
employment and training activities. This can enable
the growth of indigenous companies in the technology
space. Para 24.

 Penalties should be proportionate to offences. With
this in view, a new law needs to consolidate and
update the various provisions on penalties and
offences. Para 25.

 A new law needs to have appropriate provisions for
addressing situations of public emergency and safety
and for taking measures in the interests of national
security. Para 26.

 Such a law must provide an enabling framework for
the Central Government to prescribe relevant
standards for telecommunication equipment,
telecommunication services, telecommunication
network, and telecommunication infrastructure. Para
27

 The aim is to ensure public safety. This is crucial
given the widespread use of telecommunications for
education, entertainment, telemedicine, or
facilitating e-mandis. Para 27.

krnao kI Anaumait donao AaOr ivaBaaga kao dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ko
AavaSyaktanausaar saUicat krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.pOra 21pOra 21pOra 21pOra 21pOra 21

 saovaa kI inarMtrta pr Qyaana koMid`t krto hue dUrsaMcaar xao~ maoM
idvaalaa saMbaMQaI mau_ao Midvaalaa saMbaMQaI mau_ao Midvaalaa saMbaMQaI mau_ao Midvaalaa saMbaMQaI mau_ao Midvaalaa saMbaMQaI mau_aoM kao saMbaaoiQat krnao ko ilae ek nayao
kanaUna kI AavaSyakta hO.yah sauinaiScat krnao kI AavaSyakta
hO ik idvaalaa kaya-vaahI ko karNa laa[sao MsaÀp`aiQakrNaÀ
Asaa[namaoMT ka inalaMbana yaa samaaiPt tba tk nahIM haonaI caaihe
jaba tk

³e´ dUrsaMcaar saovaayaoM p`dana krnaa jaarI hO̧  AaOr

³baI´ dUrsaMcaar laa[saoMsa yaa spo@T/ma ]pyaaoga ko saMbaMQa maoM doya raiSa
ko Baugatana maoM kao[- caUk nahIM hO.saovaa kI inarMtrta AaOr
saava-jainak ihtaoM kI rxaa ko baIca [sa mah%vapUNa- saMtulana kao
ek nayao Z,aMcao ko tht saMbaaoiQat krnao kI ja$rt hO.
pOra 22pOra 22pOra 22pOra 22pOra 22

 nayao Z,aMcao kao ‘dUrsaMcaar ivakasa kaoYa’dUrsaMcaar ivakasa kaoYa’dUrsaMcaar ivakasa kaoYa’dUrsaMcaar ivakasa kaoYa’dUrsaMcaar ivakasa kaoYa’ kI vyaapk AvaQaarNaa
ko saaqa vat-maana saava-BaaOimak saovaa daiya%va kaoYasaava-BaaOimak saovaa daiya%va kaoYasaava-BaaOimak saovaa daiya%va kaoYasaava-BaaOimak saovaa daiya%va kaoYasaava-BaaOimak saovaa daiya%va kaoYa kao Aaovarhala
krnao ko trIkaoM pr BaI ivacaar krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.yah
ga`amaINa AaOr SahrI xao~aoM maoM saava-BaaOimak dUrsaMcaar saovaa kI iDlaIvarI
sauinaiScat krnao̧  nayaI tknaIikyaaoM ko AnausaMQaana AaOr ivakasa AaOr
raojagaar AaOr p`iSaxaNa gaitivaiQayaaoM kao baZ,avaa donao ko baD,o
saava-jainak ]_oSyaaoM kao saMbaaoiQat kr sakta hO.yah p`aOVaoigakI ko
xao~ maoM svadoSaI kMpinayaaoM ko ivakasa kao saxama kr sakta hO.
pOra 24pOra 24pOra 24pOra 24pOra 24

 dMD dMD dMD dMD dMD ApraQaaoM ko Anaupat maoM haonaa caaihe.[sao Qyaana maoM rKto hue
ek nayao kanaUna kao dMD AaOr ApraQaaoM pr ivaiBanna p`avaQaanaaoM kao
samaoikt AaOr ApDoT krnao kI AavaSyakta hO.pOra 25pOra 25pOra 25pOra 25pOra 25

 ek nayao kanaUna mao M saava-jainak Aapat isqaitsaava-jainak Aapat isqaitsaava-jainak Aapat isqaitsaava-jainak Aapat isqaitsaava-jainak Aapat isqait saurxaasaurxaasaurxaasaurxaasaurxaa kI
isqaityaaoM kao saMbaaoiQat krnao AaOr raYT/Iya saurxaa ko iht maoM ]paya
krnao ko ilae ]pyau@t p`avaQaana haonao kI AavaSyakta hO.
pOra 26pOra 26pOra 26pOra 26pOra 26

 [sa trh ko kanaUna kao dUrsaMcaar ]pkrNa¸ dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM¸
dUrsaMcaar naoTvak- AaOr dUrsaMcaar bauinayaadI Z,aMcao ko ilae p`asaMigak
maanakaoM kao inaQaa-irt krnao ko ilae koMd` sarkar ko ilae ek saxama
Z,aMcaa p`dana krnaa caaihe.pOra 27pOra 27pOra 27pOra 27pOra 27

 [saka ]_oSya janata kI saurxaa sauinaiScat krnaa hO.dUrsaMcaar
iSaxaa¸ manaaorMjana¸ TolaImaoiDisana yaa [-–maIiDyaa sauivaQaa ko vyaapk
]pyaaoga kao doKto hue yah mah%vapUNa- hO.pOra 27pOra 27pOra 27pOra 27pOra 27
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COMMENT
 The decision to start formulation of a new

Telecommunication Bill is very welcome. This writer
does find it odd that in an era of unmistakable
convergence, the exercise is limited to the
Telecommunication Sector.

 It may be noted that till today influential
Broadcasters have escaped the rigours of formal
regulation. Further, the Cable Act 1995 is
completely outdated.

 There are reports of revamping the Information
Technology Act keeping in mind that some critics
feel that IT Rules 2021 go beyond the intent and
objective of the principal Act.

 While the role of Telecommunications in the
entertainment industry is mentioned in passing, it
is disturbing for this writer to note that there is no
desire of the Government to revive the Convergence
Commission of India Act of 2001, which never got
passed by Parliament.

 Briefly, this Act was meant to “promote, facilitate,
and develop the carriage of carriage and content
of communications including broadcasting,
telecommunication and multimedia in an orderly
manner.” If passed, the Bill would have led to the
abolition of powerful key ministries, regulating and
streamlining the regulatory climate. This is not in
consideration today, 20 years after a draft
Convergence Act was formulated.

 The last date for submission of suggestions for the
consultation paper is August 25, 2022. Hopefully,
the established MSO and Cable Associations will
respond to the issues raised in the paper. There are
many issues like ROW and Merger and
Amalgamation simplification, which can have a
meaningful impact on the electronic media industry.

E. RACE FOR 5G BEGINS
WITH SPECTRUM
AUCTION
In June 2022, Ericsson released its monthly mobility

report. In a very upbeat forecast for India, Ericsson stated:

 “In India, mobile broadband is the foundation on which

iTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa MiTPpiNayaa M

 ek nayao dUrsaMcaar ivaQaoyak kao tOyaar krnao kao Sau$ krnao ka
inaNa-ya bahut svaagat yaaogya hO.[sa laoKk kao yah AjaIba lagata
hO ik AcaUk knva-jaMsa ko yauga maoM yah AByaasa dUrsaMcaar xao~ tk
hI saIimat hO.

 yah Qyaana idyaa jaa sakta hO ik Aaja tk p`BaavaSaalaI p`saark
AaOpcaairk ivainayama kI kzaorta saoo baca gayao hOM.[sako Alaavaa
kobala AiQainayama 1995 pUra trh sao puranaa hO.

 saUcanaa p`aOVaoigakI AiQainayama maoM saMSaaoQana kI KbaroM hOM ik kuC
AalaaocakaoM kao lagata hO ik Aa[-TI inayama 2021 maUla AiQainayama
ko [rado AaOr ]_oSya sao pro hO.

 jabaik manaaorMjana ]Vaoga maoM dUrsaMcaar kI BaUimaka ka ]llaoK
pairt haonao maoM ikyaa gayaa hO̧  [sa laoKk ko ilae yah Qyaana rKnaa
proSaana krnao vaalaa hO ik sarkar kI kao[- [cCa nahIM hO ik vah
Baart ko knva-jaMsa Aayaaoga AiQainayama 2001 kao punajaI-ivat kro̧
ijasao kBaI saMsad Wara pairt nahIM ikyaa gayaa qaa.

 saMxaop maoM yah AiQainayama ‘vyavaisqat trIko sao p`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar
AaOr malTImaIiDyaa saiht saMcaar kI vahna AaOr saamaga`I kao baZ,avaa
donao̧  saugama banaanao AaOr ivakisat krnao ko ilae qaa.‘yaid pairt
hao jaata hO tao ivaQaoyak Sai@tSaalaI p`mauK maM~alayaaoM kao samaaPt
kr dota hO̧  inayaamak maahaOla kao ivainayaimat AaOr sauvyavaisqat
krta hO.knvaja-Msa AiQainayama ka masaaOda tOyaar ikyao jaanao ko
20 saala baad Aaja [sa pr ivacaar nahIM ikyaa jaa rha hO.

 pramaSa- p~ ko ilae sauJaava p`stut krnao kI AMitma itiqa
25 Agast 202225 Agast 202225 Agast 202225 Agast 202225 Agast 2022 hO.]mmaId hO ik sqaaipt emaesaAao AaOr
kobala esaaoisaeSana AKbaar maoM ]zayao gayao mau_aoM ka javaaba
doMgao.AarAaoDblaU AaOr ivalaya AaOr samaamaolana sarlaIkrNa jaOsao
k[- mau_o hOM jaao [lao@T/a^inak maIiDyaa ]Vaoga pr saaqa-k p`Baava Dala
sakto hOM.

[-º[-º[-º[-º[-º 5jaI ko ilae daOD, spo@T/ma naIlaamaI ko saaqa5jaI ko ilae daOD, spo@T/ma naIlaamaI ko saaqa5jaI ko ilae daOD, spo@T/ma naIlaamaI ko saaqa5jaI ko ilae daOD, spo@T/ma naIlaamaI ko saaqa5jaI ko ilae daOD, spo@T/ma naIlaamaI ko saaqa
Sau$ haotI hO.Sau$ haotI hO.Sau$ haotI hO.Sau$ haotI hO.Sau$ haotI hO.
jaUna 2022 maoM eir@sanajaUna 2022 maoM eir@sanajaUna 2022 maoM eir@sanajaUna 2022 maoM eir@sanajaUna 2022 maoM eir@sana nao ApnaI maaisak gaitSaIlata irpaoT-

jaarI kI.Baart ko ilae ek bahut hI ]%saaiht puvaa-naumaana maoM eir@sanaeir@sanaeir@sanaeir@sanaeir@sana
nao kha:
 Baart maoM maaobaa[la ba`a^DbaOMD vah naIMva hO ijasa pr sarkar kI
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the Government’s “Digital India” initiative will be
realised. Currently, 4G is the dominant subscription
type driving connectivity growth.

 Commercial launches of 5G networks are planned for
the second half of 2022 in India, with enhanced mobile
broadband expected to be the initial main use case.

 With the increasing availability and affordability of
5G smartphones and rapid adoption of smartphones
in urban and rural areas, 5G subscriptions are expected
to rapidly increase to around 50 million in the region
by the end of 2023.

 5G will represent approximately 39 per cent of mobile
subscriptions in the region at the end of 2027, with
about 500 million subscriptions.

 As subscribers migrate to 5G, 4G
subscriptions are forecast to decline
annually to an estimated 700 million
in 2027.”

 In India, mobile data traffic has
grown more than 15 times in the past
5 years (from 0.8EB per month to
13EB per month in 2021) and is
expected to double in the next 3 years. With the
projected traffic increase, service providers would
benefit significantly from the efficiency gains provided
by 5G.

 According to an Ericsson-Arthur D Little study, 5G
will enable Indian mobile service providers to generate
USD 17 billion in incremental revenue from enterprises
by 2030.

 5G will also enable service providers to launch new
consumer services, including home broadband (5G
FWA), enhanced video, multiplayer mobile gaming,
and AR/VR services.

 Consumers anticipate that service providers will offer
pricing plans with service bundling and data sharing.
5G can be crucial in achieving India’s digital inclusion
goals, especially in bringing broadband to be rural
and remote homes. Trials have proven the potential
offered by 5G to bridge the digital divide by enabling
access to high-speed broadband through FWA.

Meanwhile, the much-anticipated spectrum biding
started on July 26, 2022. The first day’s bidding came as a
welcome surprise to the Government, with the
Telecommunication Minister hailing the first-day bidding
(after four rounds) at a whopping Rs. 4.3 lakh crores for 72

‘iDijaTla [MiDyaa’‘iDijaTla [MiDyaa’‘iDijaTla [MiDyaa’‘iDijaTla [MiDyaa’‘iDijaTla [MiDyaa’ phla kao saakar ikyaa jaayaogaa.vat-maana maoM̧
4jaI4jaI4jaI4jaI4jaI sabsaËIPSana kao baZ,anao ka p`mauK ]paya hO jaao ik knaoi@TivaTI
maoM vaRiw kr rha hO.

 Baart maoM 20222022202220222022 kI dUsarI CmaahI ko ilae 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI naoTvak- ko
vaaiNaijyak laa^nca kI yaaojanaa banaayaI gayaI hO̧  ijasamaoM ]nnat maaobaa[la
ba`a^DbaOMD p`arMiBak mau#ya ]pyaaoga maamalaa haonao kI ]mmaId hO.

 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI smaaT-faona kI baZ,tI ]plabQata AaOr saamaqya- AaOr SahrI
AaOr ga`amaINa xao~aoM maoM smaaT- faona kI tojaI sao Apnaanao ko saaqa¸
20232023202320232023 ko AMt tk [sa xao~ maoM 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI sabsaËIPSana tojaI sao lagaBaga
5050505050 imailayana tk baZ,anao kI ]mmaId hO.

 20272027202720272027 ko AMt tk 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI [sa xao~ maoM lagaBaga 500500500500500 imailayana
sabsaËIPSana ko saaqa lagaBaga 3939393939 p`itSat maaobaa[la
sabsaËIPSana ka p`itinaiQa%va krogaa.
 jaOsao–jaOsao sabsaËa[bar 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI maoM maa[ga`oT krto
jaayaoMgao̧  4jaI4jaI4jaI4jaI4jaI sabsaËIPSana saalaanaa GaTkr 20272027202720272027
maoM Anaumaainat 700700700700700 imailayana haonao ka Anaumaana hO.
 Baart maoM¸ ipClao 5 vaYaao- M ma5 vaYaao- M ma5 vaYaao- M ma5 vaYaao- M ma5 vaYaao- M maoM maaobaa[la DoTamaaobaa[la DoTamaaobaa[la DoTamaaobaa[la DoTamaaobaa[la DoTa
T / O ifk 15 ga u n a a sa o AiQak baZ , gayaa hT / O ifk 15 ga u n a a sa o AiQak baZ , gayaa hT / O ifk 15 ga u n a a sa o AiQak baZ , gayaa hT / O ifk 15 ga u n a a sa o AiQak baZ , gayaa hT / O ifk 15 ga u n a a sa o AiQak baZ , gayaa h O
³2021 ma o M 0º8[-baI p`it maah sa o 13[-baI2021 ma o M 0º8[-baI p`it maah sa o 13[-baI2021 ma o M 0º8[-baI p`it maah sa o 13[-baI2021 ma o M 0º8[-baI p`it maah sa o 13[-baI2021 ma o M 0º8[-baI p`it maah sa o 13[-baI

p`it maahp`it maahp`it maahp`it maahp`it maah´ AaOr Agalao 3 vaYaao-M maoM [sako daogaunaa haonao kI ]mmaId
hO.Anaumaainat T/Oifk vaRiw ko saaqa saovaa p`dataAaoM kao 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI Wara
p`dana ikyao gayao dxata laaBa sao mah%vapUNa- laaBa haogaa.

 eir@sana Aaqa -r DI ilaiTla AQyayanaeir@sana Aaqa -r DI ilaiTla AQyayanaeir@sana Aaqa -r DI ilaiTla AQyayanaeir@sana Aaqa -r DI ilaiTla AQyayanaeir@sana Aaqa -r DI ilaiTla AQyayana ko Anausaar¸ 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI
BaartIya maaobaa[la saovaa p`dataAaoM kao 20302030203020302030 tk ]VmaaoM sao 1717171717
ibailayana AmaoirkI Da^laribailayana AmaoirkI Da^laribailayana AmaoirkI Da^laribailayana AmaoirkI Da^laribailayana AmaoirkI Da^lar ka vaRiwSaIla rajasva ]%pnna krnao
maoM saxama banaayaogaa.

 5 jaI saovaa p`dataAaoM kao haoma ba`a^DbaOMD ³5jaI efDblaUe5jaI efDblaUe5jaI efDblaUe5jaI efDblaUe5jaI efDblaUe´¸
]nnat vaIiDyaao̧  malTIPlaoyar maaobaa[la gaoimaMga AaOr eAarÀvaIAareAarÀvaIAareAarÀvaIAareAarÀvaIAareAarÀvaIAar
saovaaAaoM saiht nayaI ]pBaao@ta saovaayaoM Sau$ krnao maoM saxama banaayaogaa.

 ]pBaao@taAaoM ka Anaumaana hO ik saovaa p`data saovaa baMDilaMga AaOr
DoTa saaJaakrNa ko saaqa maUlya inaQaa-rNa yaaojanaaAaoM kI poSakSa
kroMgao.5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI Baart ko iDijaTla samaavaoSa laxyaaoM kao p`aPt krnao maoM
mah%vapUNa- hao sakta hO̧  ivaSaoYa$p sao ba`a^DbaOMD kao ga`amaINa AaOr
dUrsqa GaraoM maoM laanao maoM.prIxaNaaoM nao efDblaUeefDblaUeefDblaUeefDblaUeefDblaUe ko maaQyama sao ha[-–spID
bàâDbaOMD tk phuMca kao saxama krko iDijaTla iDvaa[sa kao paTnao ko
ilae 5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI5jaI Wara poSa kI gayaI xamata kao saaibat ikyaa hO.
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GHz. The leading bidders are Reliance Jio and Bharati Airtel,
followed by the surprise entry of Adani Data for private
network usage within the group industries, with Vodafone
Idea largely priced out of the spectrum bidding war. By day
2, on July 27, 2022, the total bids exceeded Rs. 1.49 lakh
crores and were to continue further.

The Minister expects the allotment to complete by
Independence Day-August 15, 2022. He is very upbeat
about getting 5G services to start by September 2022.
Looking at current indications, the entry of Adani Data will
not deter the creation of a duopoly between Jio and Airtel.

COMMENT
 The latest TRAI data released on July 26, 2022, for

the first quarter of 2022 shows a decline in the number
of telephone subscribers by nearly one per cent to
1166.93 million and full tele- density by one per cent
to 85.91 per cent leading to an annual decline of 2.85
per cent. The fall is in both urban and rural areas.

 Interestingly, the total number of internet subscribers
went down by nearly 5 million to 824.89 million.

 The monthly ARPU shows a healthy increase at Rs.
121.91 for pre-paid subscribers though post-paid
went down to Rs. 200.56 in the first quarter.

 A very heartening figure being an encouraging data
point for the bidders is that out of the 115 crore
subscribers as of last year, 98% of the population
has access to the 4G network. But roughly 44% use
4 G in India. The Nokia mobility report revealed that
over 100 million 4G subscribers were added in 2020.
Even more revealing is that 4 G data consumption
alone accounted for 98% of the total traffic in India.

 By early 2023, the fruits of 5 G will flow down to the
vast urban subscriber base and a select rural base.
One estimate by a research firm, Counterpoint, states
that last year that 5 G compatible phones had a mere
18% share in India which could go up to 40% by the
end of 2022.

 One challenge for the rural market is that the average
price of 5G phones is around Rs. 20,000. The
likelihood of cheaper phones will depend on the 5G
subscription models to be devised by the spectrum
winners.

 This writer believes that the resort to 5G will largely
depend on either bundled pricing with hardware or
competitive pre-paid subscriptions. The near future
will reveal how 5G succeeds in India. 

AaOr BaartI eyarTola hOM̧  [sako baad samaUh ]VaogaaoM ko BaItr inajaI naoTvak-
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ko navaInatma AaMkD,aoM sao pta calata hO ik TolaIfaona  ]pBaao@taAaoM kI
saM#yaa maoM lagaBaga ek p̀itSat kI igaravaT ko saaqa 1166º93 imailayana
AaOr pUNa- TolaI Gana%va ek p`itSat sao 85º91 p`itSat hao gayaa hO̧  jaao
ik vaaiYa-k 2º85 p̀itSat kI igaravaT kao dSaa-ta hOO.igaravaT SahrI
AaOr ga`amaINa daonaaoM xao~aoM maoM hO.

 idlacasp baat yah hO ik [MTrnaoT ga`ahkaoM kI kula saM#yaa lagaBaga 5
imailayana GaTkr 824º89 imailayana hao gayaI.

 maaisak eAarpIyaU p`I poD ga`ahkaoM ko ilae 121º91 Épyao kI svasqa
vaRiw kao dSaa-ta hO.halaaMik paosT poD phlaI tImaahI 200º56Épyao
tk igar gayaa.

 baaolaIdataAaoM ko ilae ]%saahjanak DoTa ibaMdu haonao ko naato ek bahut hI
sauKd AaMkD,a yah hO ik ipClao vaYa- kI isqait ko Anausaar 115 kraoD,
gàahkaoM maoM sao 98‰ AabaadI ko pasa 4jaI naoTvak- tk phuMca hO.laoikna
Baart maoM lagaBaga 44‰ 4jaI ka ]pyaaoga kr rho hOM.naaoikyaa maaoibailaTI
irpaoT- sao yah pta calaa hO ik 2020 maoM 100 imailayana sao AiQak 4jaI
gàah jaaoD,o gayao.[sasao BaI AiQak Kulaasaa yah hO ik Baart maoM kula
T/Oifk ka 98‰ Akolao 4jaI DoTa Kpt ko ilae ijammaodar hOM.

 2023 kI Sau$Aat tk 5jaI kI phuMca ivaSaala SahrI gàahk AaQaar
AaOr ek cauuinaMda ga`amaINa AaQaar tk p`vaaiht haoMgao.ek SaaoQa fma-̧
ka]MTrpa^[MT ko ek Anaumaana maoM kha gayaa hO ik ipClao saala Baart
maoM 5jaI saMgat faona kI ihssaodarI maa~  18‰ qaI jaao 2022 ko AMt
tk 40‰ tk jaa saktI hO.

 ga`amaINa baajaar ko ilae ek caunaaOtI yah hO ik 5jaI faona kI AaOsat
kImat krIba 20¸000 Épyao hO.sasto faona kI saMBaavanaa spo@T/ma
ivajaotaAaoM Wara tOyaar ikyao jaanao vaalao 5jaI sabsaËIPSana maa^Dla pr
inaBa-r krogaI.

 [sa laoKk ka maananaa hO ik 5jaI ka sahara kafI hd tk haD-vaoyar
ko saaqa baMDla maUlya inaQaa-rNa yaa p`itspQaa- p`I poD sabsaËIPSana pr
inaBa-r krogaa.inakT BaivaYya maoM pta calaogaa ik Baart maoM 5jaI kOsao
safla haota hO. 




